solely or more intensely in the five days preceding the onset of menstruation. In other words, "contamination" by psychological symptoms of the premenstrual syndrome was specifically avoided.
Finally, Ms Warner doubts whether the findings about consultation rates have clear implications for general practice. The basis for her doubt is that we studied "a small total number of consultations." Nevertheless, in a random sample ofmore than 500 women the proportions of women consulting their general practitioner were as high as 24% for gynaecological and 17% for psychiatric complaints over 12 months. Moreover, the detailed findings do seem to have implications for general practice. Thus No doubt there will be pharmacists who will resent this-double barrier to their freedom to practise their profession in a location of their choice and doctors who will see it as a threat to the additional income that they obtain from dis-
